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Hosting the Presence: Unveiling Heaven's Agenda, Bill Johnson (2012)  

 Psalm 27:4 One thing I have asked from the Lord, 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life 
(Matt. 26:69-70). People seemed to get well when they were 
near him. They brought the lame and diseased and lined them 
up along the side of the street so that as he walked by they 
could be healed by his shadow (Acts 5:15). Shadows were the 
point of contact for their faith. The woman with the issue of 
blood watched Jesus work and concluded that He carried 
something on His person that could be accessed through 
touch. Paul graduated from miracles to extraordinary miracles. 
God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of 
Paul. (Acts 19:11). People observed something unseen and re-
sponded with faith. A renewed mind enhances our faith 
through an understanding of the unseen. It finds its fuel in 
knowing ways of the Holy Spirit—how He moves. The apos-
tles learned from Jesus’ example that the greatest treasure was 
the Presence of the Holy Spirit resting upon Him. Learning to 
host the Presence of God is the Christian life.  

His disciples knew that Jesus’ ultimate priority  was 
doing the Father’s business. Few are aware of the assignment 
to host Him. His longing for partnership is at the core of this 
issue. It is His heart. He is a guest with an agenda. It is still 
His world—His purposes will be accomplished. What genera-
tion will host Him until the kingdoms of this world becomes 
the Kingdom of our Lord and Christ? (Revelation 11:15.) Out-
side of the Garden there was not the same order as existed in-
side. Revelation 12:4 speaks of the dragon being cast to the 
earth, sweeping 1/3 of the stars with him. The realm of dark-
ness existed on earth before God made Adam, Eve, and the 
Garden of Eden. God chose to defeat Satan through those 
made in His own likeness. 

I can’t afford to live in reaction to darkness. If I do, 
darkness has a role in setting the agenda for my life. Jesus 
lived in response to the Father. I must learn to do the same. All 
our actions come from either fear or love. Jesus did everything 
from love. The place of fellowship and intimacy with God is 
seen as the table of the Lord—yet it is placed in front of his 
enemies. At this table of fellowship, our relationship with God 
deepens and overflows into a life of victory in conflict with 
the powers of darkness. We were created in His image for inti-
macy, that our dominion over the earth might be expressed 
through loving relationship with God. Adam and Eve’s experi-
ence was much like what Israel was to experience later in the 
unfolding story of redemption. It was their inheritance by 
promise, but they possessed only what they had the ability to 
manage. The expression of God’s dominion flowed through 
them according to their ability to rule well. It’s all ours. What 
we possess now is according to our capacity to steward in the 
way that He would. There is always a difference between 
what’s in our account and what’s in our possession. They pos-
sessed only what they could steward well. When we try to get 
through our efforts what we already have by grace, we put 
ourselves under the power of law. Through our agreement, he 
is enabled to kill, steal, and destroy (John 10:10). Adam’s po-
sition of rule became the devil’s spoil. Jesus came to reclaim 
all that was lost.  

People were lost because of sin; so was their place of 
rule over God’s creation. Jesus came to recapture both. When 

I discovered that He did His great miracles as man I was com-
pletely unsatisfied with life as I’d known it. I am compelled to 
follow this Jesus until the same things happen in my life. 
When sin entered the human condition it became necessary for 
God’s Son to become a man to fight on our behalf. He dis-
played absolute authority over the powers of darkness by heal-
ing and delivering every person who came to Him. He lived 
victoriously and purely and used His authority only for serving 
others. He gave Himself up to die in our place. The ultimate 
conflict was between Satan and Jesus the man.  

Wisdom is a mystery whose purpose is being un-
veiled for the glory of humankind! The key to realizing the po-
tential of this mystery is the crucifixion of Christ! (Matt. 
28:18-19) I got the keys back! Now go use them and reclaim 
humankind. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven 
(Matt. 16:19) We have been completely restored to the origi-
nal assignment of ruling as a people made in His image, who 
would learn how to enforce the victory obtained at Calvary: 
The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet (Rom. 
16:20). He enlists everyone available to learn to carry His 
presence until all is changed. Everything God created was 
made for His pleasure--a God of extravagant joy. We are the 
only part of His creation made like God for the purpose of fel-
lowship— intimate communion. We have been invited into a 
“place” known only by God.  

The heart of God is for partnership with His created 
likeness. His heart from day one was to have a people who 
lived like Him, loved like Him, created and ruled like Him. He 
was the first to be raised from the dead to die no more. The 
Virgin introduced the One who would close out the dispensa-
tion of the Law. Moses was God’s answer to Israel’s cry for 
deliverance. You are uniquely positioned in this world because 
of the cry of other people. What He was about to do to Moses, 
He was planning to do through Moses—bring a nation into 
significance through real worship. It’s a rare thing to find God 
so willing to make Himself vulnerable to a man. (Exodus 6:2-
3,). God revealed Himself to Moses in a way that not even 
Abraham, the father of faith, had received. Moses inherited the 
revelation of God’s nature that He gave to Abraham. Revela-
tion is for relationship and for the transformation of our lives. 
Many are called, but few are chosen (Matt. 22:14). Moses had 
been called, but now he was chosen. Let My people go, that 
they may serve Me.  

Serve is also used for the word “worship.” Each gen-
eration has access to more than the previous one--God’s law 
of compound interest. God’s heart was for His entire nation of 
Israel to become priests. We always become like the One we 
worship. Complacent worship deadens our sensitivities to the 
Holy Spirit of God--opposite to the effects of passionate wor-
ship. Satan’s strategy against God’s people and their call as 
God’s intimates has never been clearer--Go, sacrifice to your 
God within the land. But wise men still travel, both in the nat-
ural and figuratively speaking.  

The only way to follow the One who died on the 
Cross in our place is to mirror His devotion! Deep still calls to 
deep. The momentum gained through the generations working 
together creates a spiritual wealth that makes nothing impossi-
ble for those who believe. What kind of offering of importance 
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can I give to God that doesn’t include my money or posses-
sions? True worship involves my whole being. All of God’s 
judgments are aimed at that which interferes with love. They 
plundered the Egyptians. Would that all the Lord’s people 
were prophets, that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them! 
(Num. 11:29). You’re going with us, so that we, I and Your 
people, may be distinguished from all the other people (Exo-
dus 33:16). Kathryn Kuhlman was the person that God liked to 
be with. She was known for the Presence--miracles, mass con-
versions, worship. This cup is the new covenant in My blood; 
many question His existence, and His nature is questioned by 
most of the rest. Confidence in His existence and His nature 
are the essentials to active faith. God is referred to as “the De-
sire of All Nations” (Hag. 2:7).  

The Spirit of the Lord came upon them. The Old Tes-
tament prophets went from a respected citizen of a city to a 
feared citizen of Heaven. There is an obvious progression in 
the revelation of God for His people and an increase in His 
manifest Presence and glory. Of the increase of His govern-
ment and of peace there will be no end (Isa. 9:7). People often 
turn away from the anointing in their life to preserve their 
sense of control. Confidence in His existence and His nature 
are the essentials to active faith.  

The prophets were often called seers. David was both 
king and prophet. The king and the prophet is the apostle/ 
prophet combination of the Old Testament. When Jesus shows 
us what’s coming, it’s not so we will strategize and plan. It’s 
so we’ll get hungry and draw into our day what was reserved 
for another day. As long as we idolize another era we’ll be 
blind to the importance of our own. This is no other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. …He called the 
name of that place Bethel (Genesis 28:10-12,16-17,19). This  
is a picture of the church. The house of God is the gate of 
Heaven. Hunger for more in God testifies that more exists and 
is available.  

God created us with desires, passions and the capac-
ity to dream--when unharnessed by divine purpose, they take 
us to forbidden fruit. It was a risk God was willing to take in 
order to end up with His dream—those made in His image, 
who worship Him by choice, who carry His Presence into all 
the earth. Every believer has an open Heaven—life lived in re-
sponse to what the Father is doing. Heaven is filled with per-
fect confidence and peace, while this world is filled with chaos 
and mistrust in God. We reflect the nature of the world of 
which we are most aware. He watches over the watch of those 
who watch the Lord. The “watch” represents God-given re-
sponsibilities. When we discuss our responsibilities in life, 
many good things come to our minds.  

Jesus told them not to leave Jerusalem until they re-
ceived the promise of the Father. The 11 had already received 
the Holy Spirit in John 20 but were still commanded to stay in 
Jerusalem for what the Father had promised. A prayer meeting 
was formed. After 10 days, only 120 were left. All life flows 
only from Him. The house of God is the gate of Heaven built 
on the edge of 2 worlds.  

Violence in the spiritual realm is always a peace-
filled moment for His people. Every peace-filled moment you 
experience brings terror to the powers of darkness. Only in the 
Kingdom of God is peace a military tool. Jerusalem gathered 
to an indistinguishable sound that reached deep into the hearts 

of people. It called to something deep within the heart of the 
city to restore it to its original purpose. This city was to be 
known as a city of His Presence. The people heard a harmonic 
sound came because 120 were together in unity, not only with 
each other, but with the Spirit of the resurrected Christ. What 
must we do to be saved? (See Acts 2:37.) That’s quite a re-
sponse from the people who crucified Jesus only weeks ear-
lier. This atmosphere carried the sound of Heaven that 
changed the mindsets of an entire city in moments. The poten-
tial of this movement is unlimited until the whole earth is 
filled with His glory!  

This baptism is likened to wine and not water. Water 
refreshes while wine influences. We are to live in such a way 
that we give away all we get, while our capacity for Him in-
creases. I will not hide my face from them any longer, for I will 
have poured out my Spirit (Ezek. 39:29). The outpouring of 
the Spirit is the fulfillment of the quest for God’s face. Psalm 
80 links the favor of His face with the work of His hand. He 
put people on like a glove and used them to display His signs 
and wonders.  

Priorities get refined when children are around. Great 
moves of God upset everything. Nothing is left untouched, but 
the way the Jerusalem council concluded is fascinating. They 
shared testimonies and developed their theology around what 
they saw God do (Acts 15). You usually need the move of God 
to happen before you get insight about what is happening. We 
limit God to our present understanding of how God moves-- 
while praying that God would do a new thing among us. What 
we know can keep us from what we need to know if we don’t 
remain a novice. He still requires that primary advancements 
in the Kingdom be made through childlikeness. God gave 
Scripture to James to back up the legitimacy of the stories be-
ing told. Everything that happened was preceded by revela-
tion—they understood it before it happened. Experience gives 
understanding.  

David’s Tabernacle existed for almost 40 years. It 
was a novel approach to God. In it priests worshiped God for 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, without a blood sacrifice. In 
Genesis 28 Jacob met with God on the side of the mountain--
called Bethel. The Tabernacle of Moses gave us a picture of 
Jesus. The Temple of Solomon was more glorious and beauti-
ful than anything ever built on earth, although the restored 
temple of Solomon was twice the size of the original. The 
Tabernacle of David was built for worship. God was there in 
His glory and priests ministered to God nonstop. That priest-
hood of worshipers is God’s restoration project. James said, 
quoting the Amos passage, That the rest of mankind may seek 
the Lord, and all the gentiles who are called by My name 
(Acts 15:17). The church being rebuilt with its unique Davidic 
anointing for the Presence is the fulfillment of this prophecy 
from Amos. Some of God’s best lessons can’t be learned in a 
class--only on a journey. Only priests could carry the Presence 
(1 Chron. 15:2). Forever. The presence of God will not rest on 
anything we make. He rests on us. Yielded people have the 
privilege of carrying (hosting) God into life’s situations. They 
had the will of God revealed in Scripture to support the pro-
cess--our story ahead of time.  

Extreme worship looks foolish to those who stand at 
a distance. Michal was appalled at David’s lack of regard for 
how people perceived his passion, humility in attire, and lack 
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of public decorum. Whenever someone despises extravagant 
worship, they put themselves in an dangerous position. Bar-
renness is the natural result of despising worship. Extreme 
worship exposes religion in everyone. 

(Genesis 1:28) Worshipers will be fruitful and multi-
ply, and fill the earth, and subdue it. David was a man after 
God’s heart. He had a perception of God that would not be 
fully realized until Jesus would come. David’s hunger for God 
enabled him to pull this experience into his day, even though it 
was reserved for another day. Zion means “sunny place”--
where the sun shines first. Significance is more important than 
visibility. (Ps. 48:2). Mount Zion is to be the joy of the whole 
earth. (Ps. 50:2). It is from there God shines forth. Gates are 
praise (Isa. 60:19). He inhabits praise. And the praise/gates of 
Zion are His favorite dwelling place (Ps. 68:16). The worship-
ing community as His Mount Zion refers to the rebuilding of 
the Tabernacle of David—the New Testament combining of 
believers from all nations into one company of people called 
worshipers. It will come about that in the last days the moun-
tain of the house of the Lord will be established as the chief of 
the mountains and will be raised above the hills; and all the 
nations will stream to it (Isaiah 2:2; Micah 4:1). 

Jesus fulfilled the demands of the Law and made rec-
onciliation with God possible. If we water down His message 
and get converts, whose converts are they? If they did not hear 
the same gospel of abandonment of all to Jesus, then whose 
message did they hear? Do we honestly think that the people 
who were unwilling to sell all in Jesus’ day would be any 
more converted in ours? Many want the Old Time Religion so 
much that they try to preserve a day that no longer exists in the 
heart of God. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are ageless--
relevance at its best.  

Bible schools and seminaries prioritize teaching in-
stead of doing--more important than learning to recognize His 
voice and release the miracle of healing to someone. People 
with theories raise up a generation who are satisfied with theo-
ries. Massive efforts are made to do church in a timely fashion 
so that we can continue with the rest of our lives. Many have 
not yet discovered that we really don’t have a life outside of 
Christ. How many Bible schools teach how to heal the sick or 
raise the dead? How many have classes on prayer and fasting, 
or casting out demons, or interceding for the nations until 
there’s a change? Can they be more important than what Jesus 
commanded us to learn and do? Truth separate from experi-
ence is divisive. We are relevant when we become what the 
world longs for. Jesus is the desire of the nations. When we 
people represent Him well, people find what they are looking 
for. We are His body on earth--the only Jesus many will see. 
The words, life, ministry, example, and commission of Jesus 
are what our lives are to be patterned after. He illustrated a 
lifestyle within reach but it must be reached for. Looking at 
how He lived has provoked me to jealousy—He successfully 
carried the “Dove that remained.” Since I’ve discovered that 
Jesus lived His life in a way that we could follow, I am jealous 
for many things that were natural to Him.  

Power in the Kingdom of God is in the form of a per-
son. The person of the Holy Spirit was released from Him, by 
the demand of somebody else’s faith (Lk 8). Become aware of 
the Presence of God in worship. Realize when the Holy Spirit 
is released from us in ministry. Be so aware of the Holy Spirit 

who rests upon us that we notice when someone else’s faith 
has put a demand on what we carry. Jesus was conscious of 
the Presence even when talking to others or listening to their 
comments and questions. It is for this that I am most jealous. 
A withdrawal was made from the One who has been given the 
Spirit without measure. It was the Holy Spirit moving that Je-
sus recognized—the Holy Spirit was released from Him. This 
amazes me beyond words. As a lifestyle, the Holy Spirit re-
mained upon Him. It is the mood of the Holy Spirit that we 
can become so in tune with that we move as He moves. He is 
in me for my sake, but He is upon me for yours. Every step 
must be with the dove in mind. This is key to the Spirit that re-
mains. He is the single greatest reference point. We’ve been 
chosen to carry the Presence of God. Amazing.  

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God (Ephesians 
4:30). Do not quench the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19). This 
insight shifted my focus from the expressions of the Spirit 
(gifts) to what the Holy Spirit felt because of me. And the 
more I walk with the Holy Spirit, the more my priorities shift 
to contribute to this relationship. “Grieve” describes the pain 
the heart of the Holy Spirit can feel because of something we 
would do or allow in our lives--a boundary that must have the 
attention of anyone who is interested in hosting His Presence. 
To not quench the Holy Spirit is a command that zeroes in on 
the co-laboring aspect of our relationship. “Quench” means to 
stop the flow of.  

I don’t understand those who consider sin to be a 
light-hearted matter. God always honors His Word, regardless 
of the vessel. His Word reveals His character, not ours. Jesus 
gave power and authority to His disciples in Luke 9. James 
and John topped their experience off by wanting to kill an en-
tire city of Samaritans by calling down fire on them. The spirit 
of murder was unrecognized by them. Jesus followed what we 
might call a failed experiment in chapter 9 by releasing the 
same anointing over 70 others in Luke chapter 10.  

Character and power are the 2 legs we stand on, equal 
in importance. A lifestyle without power has been considered 
normal. As a result, we make little difference in the world 
around us. We must return to Jesus Christ—perfect theology, 
the ultimate example of the gifts of the Spirit working in the 
context of the fruits of the Spirit. People who walk in little 
power are inclined to believe that the church is going to get 
weaker and weaker before the end of time comes. Those who 
walk in power see the desperate condition of the world, but 
also its openness to God when the impossibilities of their lives 
yield to the name of Jesus through our lips. When the church 
discovers who she is, she no longer wants to be rescued.  

The secret of the ministry of Jesus is the relationship 
He has with His Father. His primary mission was to reveal 
Him by displaying His nature and His will. Jesus is the will of 
God. Previous to this, all humankind saw the devastating na-
ture of sin, and the consequences for such actions. But Jesus 
came and furnished the one missing element—the Father. 
When we discover who we are, we no longer want to be res-
cued. We are able to maintain our focus by valuing the heart 
of God. It was King David’s strength. If you’ve seen me 
you’ve seen my Father (John 14:9). WIFD—What Is Father 
Doing?  

Seeing faith in another: Jesus didn’t always seem to 
know what to do ahead of time but got His direction by seeing 
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faith in another person. Sometimes I can receive direction by 
seeing the heart response of another to the Holy Spirit’s work 
in them. Jesus released the reality of the Kingdom to this man 
according to his faith (Matt. 8:13). It is possible to find the 
will of God through our own faith as we respond to the re-
vealed will of God in His Word. We sometimes make the mis-
take of hoping God will come to us and make things clear, 
when it rests upon us to activate faith and pursue. Much of 
what we hunger for must be pursued. Abiding faith pursues 
the will of God until it is found. Some of the greatest break-
throughs I’ve ever seen came as we responded to a slight im-
pression or an idea of what God might be doing. Our own faith 
will take us into the discovery of what the Father is doing.  

John the Baptist saw the dove come upon Jesus and 
remain. There is no record of anyone else seeing the dove. Yet 
everyone saw the result of the dove’s presence: both in purity 
and power. As the Holy Spirit revealed the Father’s will to Je-
sus, so He reveals the Father’s heart to us. And His Presence 
and power reveal the Father through us. Revealing His will re-
veals Him. Jesus became the ultimate revelation of the will of 
God on earth through His relentless and consistent hosting of 
the Dove. Giving place to the Presence of God is our greatest 
joy and treasure. Miracles are essential in revealing His nature. 
We make the distinction between natural and supernatural--the 
2 realms we live in. But God only has one realm: the natural. 
It’s all natural for Him. 

A holy jealousy stirs me to live in the reality that Je-
sus lived in. Seeing what is possible through His example has 
freed me to hunger for what I know is within reach. Revela-
tions of His nature are invitations to experience Him. He longs 
to discover what is in our hearts, as it is in the nature of the 
heart in love to always respond to the open door for encounter. 
The Holy Spirit couldn’t live in the disciples until they were 
born again, which couldn’t happen until Jesus had died and 
was raised from the dead. But even though the Spirit of God 
wasn’t in the 12, He was with the 12. The Spirit of truth, you 
know Him because He abides with you and will be in you 
(John 14:17). Sometimes you don’t get to know a person until 
you work with them. That is certainly the setting Jesus created 
for His disciples. The atmosphere created by His manifest 
Presence and lifestyle contributed amazingly to a lesson being 
given. He intentionally sent them in over their heads. They 
stepped into situations where they would need each other (sent 
out in pairs) and the direction of the Spirit of God, as a team. 
The goal was for them to learn to work with the Holy Spirit. 
Many of the lessons we need to learn can only be learned in 
serving others.  

Consciousness of Presence will always increase our 
impact when it comes to influencing the world around us. 
Those who desire principles above Presence seek a kingdom 
without a king. The God of peace will soon crush Satan under 
your feet (Rom. 16:20). Live in such a way that unless God 
shows up, what we are attempting to do is bound to fail. Just 
as we are exalted by humbling ourselves, and we live by dy-
ing, so in this Kingdom we are the safest when we are the 
most vulnerable to danger because of our “yes” to His assign-
ment. He sent them on a journey that was fully prepared, but 
not in the ways that often matter to me. It was fully prepared 
because God would go with them. They could only know who 
was worthy by their response to the Holy Spirit. Under all the 

callousness caused by sin is a place of deep tenderness--a 
place that none of us can see without help from the Holy 
Spirit. Their hearts responded to God when He showed up. It 
feels like a lifelong goal to learn to let Him lead the dance. A 
holy lifestyle has become the natural result of delighting in the 
One who is holy.  

Every believer is aware of God, but not always at a 
conscious level. Developing this awareness is one of the most 
important aspects of our life in Christ. Our bodies were cre-
ated with the ability to recognize God’s Presence. The psalm-
ist said even his flesh cried out for the living God (Ps. 84). Im-
mersion in the discovery of God’s Presence (the Spirit given 
without measure) will cause anything contrary to stand out.  

The day starts at night. Giving Him our nights is the 
way to start our day. You must have peace to give it away. To 
do what He did involves releasing the dove (Holy Spirit) until 
He finds places (people) to rest upon. Authority comes with 
the commission, but power comes with the encounter. In Mat-
thew 28, they received authority, but in Acts 2, they received 
power.  

Ways of releasing the presence of God. Word: In 
John 6 He spoke of how the people would have to eat His 
flesh and drink His blood to have any part in Him. The most 
amazing part is that Jesus didn’t bother explaining what He 
meant. We don’t understand your teaching more than those 
who left. But what we do know is that whenever you talk, we 
come alive inside. The words that I have spoken to you are 
spirit and are life (John 6:63). They spoke something that be-
came material—a substance that changed the atmosphere. 
They said what the Father was saying. Words become spirit. 
Words are the tools with which God created the world. The 
spoken word is also central to creating faith in us (Rom. 
10:17).  

Acts of Faith: His Presence accompanies His acts. 
An act of faith is any action on the outside that demonstrates 
faith on the inside. Presence is released in the action.  

Prophetic Act: I’ve had people move from seats into 
the aisle of the church--a prophetic act to release the presence 
of the Holy Spirit upon them.  

Touch: The laying on of hands is one of the primary 
doctrines of the church specifically referred to as a doctrine of 
Christ (see Heb. 6:1-2). 

People learned to access what rested upon Peter. Our 
shadow will release whatever overshadows us. More good 
things now happen by accident than ever used to happen on 
purpose. Being willing to love people with the love of Christ 
brings miraculous to the forefront. Compassion comes to set 
people free. Sympathy is the counterfeit of compassion.  

Somewhere in church history the focus of our corpo-
rate gatherings became the sermon. Israel camped around the 
Presence of God, while the church often camps around a ser-
mon. Being Presence-centered as a church, a family, and an 
individual must be put on the front burner again. Living con-
scious of His Presence is one of the most essential parts to this 
life. Emmanuel means God with us. Our lifestyle is inherited 
from Jesus. We understand because we believe. Understanding 
received in this manner is the “renewed mind.” My strongest 
tool for discovering God’s Presence is my affection for Him. 
In every part of your life recognize Him until it becomes a 
personal encounter with Him. He’ll make life better. Use your 
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faith to discover God’s abiding Presence on your life. He 
never disappoints. When the compass of my heart discovers 
the Presence of God, everything else falls into place.  

Hebrews 6:1, repentance from dead works and of 
faith toward God--making an about face, from something and 
toward something. Therefore repent and return, so that your 
sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the Lord (Acts 3:19). Repentance is 
the lifestyle of being face-to-face with God.  

Christianity was never to be known for its disciplines, 
but by its passions. Prayer is the ultimate expression of part-
nership with God, discovering and praying His heart. Many 
spend their life praying to God, when they could be praying 
with God. Praying in tongues brings us edification and per-
sonal strength. The Presence of God washes over us to bring 
great refreshing. This is useful for living in the Presence con-
tinually. During my prayer times I have paper and pen with 
me because of the ideas I get while I’m praying. Time in His 
Presence releases creative ideas. I remember phone calls I 
need to make, projects I long forgot about, and things I had 
planned to do. Ideas flow freely in this environment because 
that’s the way He is. I get ideas in the Presence I wouldn’t get 
anywhere else. 

My personal life must be one of continuous worship 
to experience the transformations I long for. We always be-
come like the one we worship. My heart has this bent toward 
the Presence that is bigger than the answers I am seeking. 
There’s a person to be discovered, daily.  

One of the more meaningful parts of my life is the 5-
minute vacations I take. I will sit down and generally close my 
eyes and pray something like this, “God, I’m going to sit here 
quietly, just to be the object of your love.” God is the ultimate 
pleasure and must be treasured as such. I have set the Lord 
continually before me; because He is at my right hand, I will 
not be shaken (Psalm 16:8,11). In Your presence is fullness of 
joy; in Your right hand there are pleasures forever.” So faith 
comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ (Rom. 
10:17). Man lives by every word that proceeds out of the 
mouth of God (Matt. 4:4).  

Some things are reserved for the individual. And 
there are aspects of His Presence that will only be experienced 
in the corporate gathering. There are times when God will 
only allow us to recognize His Presence in a crowd. Gifts are 
free; maturity is expensive. I can lay hands on you and impart 
an anointing into your life as God wills. But I can’t give you 
my history with God.  

Authority is given in the commission, clothed with 
power from on high. But there is nothing to replace a divine 
encounter. Everyone must have their own. Many stop short of 
a divine encounter because they’re satisfied with good theol-
ogy. True learning comes in the experience, not the concept by 
itself. Various experiences discovered in Scripture do not con-
tain God; they reveal Him. He is bigger than His body. Recall 
Jacob and his encounter with the angel of the Lord. He limped 
for the rest of His life. The favor of God sometimes looks dif-
ferent from the perspective of earth than from Heaven. My re-
quest for more of God carried a price. God wanted to make an 
exchange—His increased presence for my dignity. God puts 
His finger on the one thing that matters to Him. It is possible 
to carry the Presence of the Holy Spirit so well that the Father 

is revealed to this orphaned planet. Doing exactly as He did is 
what Jesus had in mind when He commissioned us in John 
20:21. He wants to be found by us, but we must seek Him 
where He may be found.  

Intense focus restricts what you are willing and able 
to see. It will open your eyes to see more of what you hunger 
for. Self-control is the ability to say yes to one thing so com-
pletely that there’s nothing left to give to other options. The 
Holy Spirit is our greatest gift and must become our single fo-
cus. We must have frequent encounters with God that continu-
ously recalibrate our hearts that we might be entrusted with 
more of God. What a person values they will protect. 

Paul had an experience of which he never spoke for 
14 years. I can only say that God revealed Himself to me, and 
I had such an experience of His love that I had to ask Him to 
stay His hand. I went to preaching again. The sermons were 
not different; I did not present any new truths, and yet hun-
dreds were converted. The Moravians of Herrnhut, Saxony, 
were a group of about 300 refugees living on the estate of 
Count Nicholaus von Zinzendorf, when in 1727 a great out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit fell. George Whitefield preached to 
6 million without the use of radio or television. His meetings 
were criticized for their emotional expressions of worship. 
Firemen were dispatched to Azusa Street, because people saw 
a “fire,” which was actually just the visible glory of God rest-
ing on the exterior of the building. The emancipation of slaves 
and the rights of women were 2 of the issues that were heavily 
impacted through Charles Finney’s preaching. A lasting result 
to his preaching was deep cultural change. 
 
[Learning to host the Presence of God is the Christian life. 
What generation will host Him until the kingdom of this world 
becomes the Kingdoms of our Lord and Christ? God’s judg-
ments are aimed at that which interferes with love. His dream: 
those made in His image, who worship Him by choice, who 
carry His Presence into all the earth. He still requires that pri-
mary advancements in the Kingdom be made through child-
likeness. Barrenness results from despising worship. We are 
relevant when we become what the world longs for. Jesus got 
His direction by seeing faith in another person. Consciousness 
of Presence increases our impact on the world around us. My 
strongest tool for discovering God’s Presence is my affection 
for Him. God wanted to make an exchange—His increased 
presence for my dignity. 
 


